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The consortium including Ghella, Eiffage, Spie batignolles and 
Cogeis wins lot 1 of the base tunnel for the Lyon–Turin railway line, 

one of the project’s largest packages, for a total of €1.47 billion 
 
 

Ghella, Eiffage, through its subsidiary Eiffage Génie Civil and leading of the consortium, Spie 
batignolles and Cogeis, has been awarded by TELT, lot 1 of the base tunnel for the French 
side of the Lyon–Turin railway line, between Villarodin-Bourget/Modane and Italy. 

 
This €1.47 billion contract (of which around €660 million for Eiffage share) involves 
excavating a 22-kilometre twin-tube tunnel, using two tunnel boring machines for the dual 
18-kilometre stretch toward Turin and traditional excavation methods for the dual 4-
kilometre section toward Lyon. The project also includes the creation of the safety site at 
Modane, connecting galleries, and refuges and cross-tunnels for operations and safety. 

 
This project will employ over 700 people in peak periods and will generate almost 8.5 million 
working hours, including at least 100,000 access-to-employment hours. 

 
With preparations estimated to take more than a year, the works will be completed in 
around 72 months. 

 
The consortium is committed to a substantial reduction in carbon emissions on this project, 
in particular through reusing material excavated from the tunnel to make concrete. 

 
The railway tunnel running under the Alps between France and Italy is one of the longest 
in the world, with a total of 115 kilometres (2 x 57.5 kilometres) of tunnel. 

 
In May 2014, also in a consortium with Eiffage, Spie batignolles and Cogeis, Ghella secured 
the contract to complete surveying works starting from the downhill section at Saint-
Martin-la-Porte in Savoie, which required the excavation of a 9-kilometre exploratory tunnel 
using a tunnel boring machine and 3.5 kilometres of galleries excavated using traditional 
methods. The current works should be completed in the first quarter of 2022. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

About Ghella 
Founded in 1894, Ghella is an international leader in the construction of major 
infrastructure projects. Specialising in underground excavations, Ghella works on 
infrastructure including metro systems, rail networks, motorways and hydraulic 
structures. The company operates mostly outside Italy, primarily in Oceania, the Far East, 
Latin America and Europe. Ghella employs 3,600 people worldwide. 

 
About Eiffage 
Eiffage is one of Europe’s leading construction and concessions companies. The Group’s 
activities are organised around the following business lines: construction, real estate and 
urban development, civil engineering, metal, roads, energy and concessions. Thanks to the 
experience of more than 72,000 employees, Eiffage generated revenue of €16.3 billion in 
2020, of which 26.5% was outside France. 

 
About Spie batignolles 
Spie batignolles is a major building, infrastructure and services company. It operates in 
six main areas of expertise: construction, civil engineering and foundations, energy, 
public works, property, and environmental and landscaping works. Spie batignolles 
generated revenue of €1.9 billion in 2020 and employs 7,700 people. It operates 193 
facilities in France and 10 outside France. 

 
About Cogeis 
With almost 60 years’ experience in Italy and internationally, Cogeis is an Italian large-scale 
infrastructure construction company specialising in high-altitude projects and tunnels. 
Cogeis employs more than 300 people. 
 
 
For further information:  
Ghella | Communications office  
Via Pietro Borsieri, 2a | 00195 | Roma | Italia  
comunicazione@ghella.com  
Tel +39 06 456031  
www.ghella.com 
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